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LETTER OF WELCOME FROM 
FRANK TICHELI

Directors, Musicians, and friends of Music, 

On July 4th, 2019 America will once again pause to celebrate the bold and courageous 
steps taken by our founding fathers that led to our nation’s independence.  Here at home, 
fireworks and barbecues will commemorate our country’s initial call for freedom.  But for 
those of you who will join me, another group of Americans will celebrate the 4th of July 
overseas commemorating not only when our country proclaimed its freedom, but when it 
once more, with profound measures of courage and sacrifice, defended its freedom and the 
freedom of its allies on the blood-soiled beaches of Normandy France.   
 
It is my distinct privilege to extend to you an opportunity to travel to London, England, 
and Normandy, France to walk in the footsteps of our great American veterans, and to 
give tribute in song to the 75th anniversary of the D-Day invasions of 1944.  I extend my 
sincere welcome to all directors and musicians to join me for the 2019 Salute to Valor Music 
Festival in July of 2019.

My earnest ambition is to employ your talent and passion for music in honoring those who 
have, for the sake of their country, stood steadfast in the face of horrific odds.  Surrounded 
by the historic beauty of Europe and together with choristers and musicians from across 
our land, we will honor America’s greatest generation while performing music that is 
worthy of the festival’s theme.

Please consider participating with your ensemble in this matchless and exciting festival. 
Join us on the Fourth of July, 2019 as we raise our voices in song and brotherhood to 
resound the echo of America’s liberty in London, England and at the American Cemetery 
in Normandy, France! 

With warm regards and great expectations,
I remain,

Frank Ticheli
Artistic Director

 
 



SALUTE TO VALOR MUSIC FESTIVAL
London • Normandy • Paris  |  June 29-July 7, 2019

8

PROGRAM OVERVIEW

The 2019 Salute to Valor Music Festival commemorates the 75th Anniversary of the D-Day 
landings in Normandy, France and honors the Americans who served in World War II 
through concerts featuring American music, native and adopted, for bands, orchestras, and 
choirs. With the peace and liberty that was secured by those who lost their lives on this 
costly day in American history, we gather in song and fellowship to remember our honored 
heroes and to celebrate the freedoms we have inherited.

Festival concerts will feature the opportunity for individual ensembles to perform 
independently, or to combine with other fine ensembles to perform as part of the planned 
mass Festival concerts. Participation in the 2019 Salute to Valor Music Festival does not 
require that a group tour with a balanced ensemble. Individual vocalists or partial bands, 
orchestras, or choirs will be blended with other balanced choirs to perform in one of the 
official Festival concerts.

Non-performing individuals, family members, and friends of music are also welcomed to 
enroll and join us in Europe for what will be the premier American music festival of 2019.

Participating ensembles will be provided customized tour itineraries accommodating their 
scheduled concert performances.  Because of space constraints, Festival concerts can only 
be made available to a limited number of singers and instrumentalists at the request and 
approval of our Artistic Director, Frank Ticheli.

Outside of the scheduled mass Festival concerts, balanced choirs and instrumental ensembles  
may elect to arrange other individual concert performances under the auspices of the 2019 
Salute to Valor Music Festival. Classic Performances will work with enrolled performing 
groups to arrange and promote such additional performances to engage local audiences.
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ARTISTIC DIRECTOR, FRANK TICHELI

Photo Credit Graham Lindsey / Wavelength Media

Frank Ticheli’s music has been described as being 
“optimistic and thoughtful” (Los Angeles Times), 
“lean and muscular” (New York Times), “brilliantly 
effective” (Miami Herald) and “powerful, deeply 
felt crafted with impressive flair and an ear for 
striking instrumental colors” (South Florida Sun-
Sentinel).  Ticheli (b. 1958) joined the faculty of 
the University of Southern California’s Thornton 
School of Music in 1991, where he is Professor of 
Composition.  From 1991 to 1998, Ticheli was 
Composer in Residence of the Pacific Symphony.

Frank Ticheli’s orchestral works have received 
considerable recognition in the U.S. and Europe. Orchestral performances have come from the 
Philadelphia Orchestra, Atlanta Symphony, Detroit Symphony, Dallas Symphony, American 
Composers Orchestra, the radio orchestras of Stuttgart, Frankfurt, Saarbruecken, and Austria, and 
the orchestras of Austin, Bridgeport, Charlotte, Colorado, Haddonfield, Harrisburg, Hong Kong, 
Jacksonville, Lansing, Long Island, Louisville, Lubbock, Memphis, Nashville, Omaha, Phoenix, 
Portland, Richmond, San Antonio, San Jose, Wichita Falls, and others.

Ticheli is well known for his works for concert band, many of which have become standards in the 
repertoire. In addition to composing, he has appeared as guest conductor of his music at Carnegie 
Hall, at many American universities and music festivals, and in cities throughout the world, including 
Schladming (Austria), Beijing and Shanghai, London and Manchester, Singapore, Rome, Sydney, 
and numerous cities in Japan.

Frank Ticheli is the recipient of a 2012 “Arts and Letters Award” from the American Academy of 
Arts and Letters, his third award from that prestigious organization. His Symphony No. 2 was named 
winner of the 2006 NBA/William D. Revelli Memorial Band Composition Contest. Other awards 
include the Walter Beeler Memorial Prize and First Prize awards in the Texas Sesquicentennial 
Orchestral Composition Competition, Britten-on-the-Bay Choral Composition Contest, and 
Virginia CBDNA Symposium for New Band Music.

Ticheli was awarded national honorary membership to Phi Mu Alpha Sinfonia, “bestowed to 
individuals who have significantly contributed to the cause of music in America,” and the A. Austin 
Harding Award by the American School Band Directors Association, “given to individuals who 
have made exceptional contributions to the school band movement in America.” At USC, he has 
received the Virginia Ramo Award for excellence in teaching, and the Dean’s Award for Professional 
Achievement.

Frank Ticheli received his doctoral and masters degrees in composition from The University of 
Michigan. His works are published by Manhattan Beach, Southern, Hinshaw, and Encore Music, and 
are recorded on the labels of Albany, Chandos, Clarion, Equilibrium, Klavier, Koch International, 
Mark, Naxos, and Reference.
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JULY 4TH CONCERT PERFORMANCE

JULY 2ND CONCERT PERFORMANCE

The Salute to Valor Music Festival will culminate with an inspiring 
performance on Thursday, the 4th of July at the Normandy American 
Cemetery in Colleville-sur-Mer at Omaha Beach. This recital will give 
tribute to its solemn venue with repertoire that both commemorates 
the sacrifices made throughout the Normandy invasion and celebrates 
our nations 343rd birthday.

The featured repertoire will be selected by the Artistic Director. For those balanced ensembles who opt 
to perform their own recital at the Colleville Cemetery, the repertoire may be selected by the directors 
of the participating bands, orchestras, or choirs.

In the days prior to the liberation of Europe the allied forces gathered 
and assembled in England to prepare for the frightening, epic battle 
before them.  In that pattern, our path in the 2019 Salute to Valor Music 
Festival will begin in England where we will perform en masse before a 
British audience at Central Hall Westminster, London.  With repertoire 
that gives homage to the common struggle that bound our great nations 
together 75 years ago, our performance on the evening of July 2nd will 
feature a program for choir and orchestra that is both inspiring and 
relevant to the theme of our Festival.  Bands, orchestras, and choirs who 

are eager to participate in this auspicious concert are encouraged to apply by completing and submitting 
the form found within this prospectus. 

Central Hall

FESTIVAL CONCERT ATTIRE
During the July 2nd Westminster Central Hall concert performance in London, male vocalists and 
instrumentalists are expected to wear black suits or tuxes with white shirts and black bow tie.  Accordingly, 
female vocalists and musicians will don black skirts and black blouses.  Performers are requested to refrain 
from wearing perfume or cologne at all rehearsals and concerts out of respect for their colleagues. 

Concert attire at the Normandy American Cemetery will consist of the same basic attire used in London 
but with the substitution of a red or blue neck tie for male performers and red, white, or blue accoutrement 
for female performers.

Balanced ensembles performing independently in a private concert are encouraged to determine their 
own concert attire.  This includes any ensembles who may elect to accommodate their own performance 
at the Colleville Cemetery at Omaha Beach.  However, a description or photograph of all attire must be 
submitted for approval to ensure decency and professionalism. 
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INDIVIDUAL ENSEMBLE PERFORMANCES

REHEARSAL SCHEDULE

APPLICATION MATERIALS

In addition to the Festival Concerts at Central Hall Westminster and at the Normandy American 
Cemetery, participating ensembles may elect to perform an independent concert featuring repertoire of 
the conductor’s choice.  All programs must be submitted and approved by the Artistic Director.   A wide 
range of venues are available with which to offer exceptional performance opportunities to individual 
ensembles. Interested directors are encouraged to contact a Classic Performances representative to discuss 
available opportunities.

The festival is built on the premise that all performing musicians will arrive in Europe rehearsed and 
prepared to perform the Festival concert repertoire.  There does remain, however, the important task of 
blending the many talented ensembles and individual choristers who will be arriving from various parts 
of the country.  The rehearsal schedule below is mandatory for all performers to ensure a professional and 
artistically sound concert production.

To ensure a peak artistic performance at all venues and the opportunity for all to experience a once in 
a lifetime memory, we ask that each director submit a recent audio/video recording of their ensemble 
along with the Ensemble Application Form found at the end of this prospectus.  This will allow the 
Artistic Director to hear each ensemble in order to assign participation in the Festival Concerts as well 
as ensembles who select to perform in an individual performance in one of the other local venues. For 
individual musicians traveling alone or with a small group (under 15) we encourage you to fill out the 
Individual Application Form found at the end of this prospectus.

Please include a video recording of a live performance.  This performance should include a music selection 
that clearly identifies your level of proficiency and mastery.  The length of your submission can be up 
to 10 minutes in total length.  A full camera view of the ensemble and conductor is preferred. Individual 
musicians should video themselves playing a solo or etude.  Piano accompaniment is not necessary but 
preferred.  The video should be uploaded to Youtube or Vimeo and a link should be provided on the 
application form.  

For the groups selected to perform in the Festival Concerts, an additional audio/video recording will be 
requested six weeks prior to your departure date.  This recording will give each ensemble the opportunity 
to demonstrate their progress to Dr. Ticheli.

Ensembles that arrange for an individual concert performance are instructed to consult with Classic  
Performances to arrange for separate rehearsal space and itinerary upon appointment of their independent 
concert event. 

Rehearsal I: July 1, 2019
Two-hour evening rehearsal
chorus/piano

Rehearsal II: July 2, 2019
90 minute afternoon rehearsal 
chorus/orchestra



SALUTE TO VALOR MUSIC FESTIVAL
London • Normandy • Paris  |  June 29-July 7, 2019

12

TENTATIVE ITINERARY
June 29:  Depart for London. Air arrangements can be made on your own or through 
Corporate Travel Service. Corporate Travel can accommodate group air arrangements as 
well as deviations for those who wish to extend their stay in other parts of Europe.

June 30: Arrive in London. Private motor coaches will take us into London for a 
half-day sightseeing tour of this fascinating and historic city. Your first evening features 
a welcome group dinner for all Festival participants. (D)

July 1:   Continental breakfast is served at your hotel before a guided walking tour 
introduces us to the Westminster area, including Parliament Square, Whitehall, Downing 
Street, and Buckingham Palace where we will witness the famous Changing of the Guard.  
Admission to the British Museum is included in the afternoon and we then gather once 
more for a group dinner in the early evening.  Our first rehearsal is scheduled to occur 
afterward.  (B, D)

July 2:  After breakfast, we will visit the Imperial War Museum.  This world-class 
venue examines the stories of lives affected by 
Great Britain’s military conflicts since WWI.  
The museum is both insightful and relevant to 
the historical theme of our Festival.  The early 
afternoon is reserved for your leisure, with a dress 
rehearsal in the late afternoon at Westminster 
Central Hall.  Dinner is included this evening 
before our first Festival Concert in London 
featuring full orchestra and the combined Festival 
Chorus.  (B, D)

July 3:   This morning we enjoy breakfast at the 
hotel and depart via the Eurotunnel to Calais, France.  Our travel through the Normandy 
countryside will reveal the rugged, beautiful land that hosted some of the most intense 
fighting of WWII.  Quaint villages are adorned with British and American flags by the 
local inhabitants who still feel and express their gratitude for their liberation.  A group 
dinner this evening will warmly welcome us to France. (B, D)

July 4:   After breakfast at the hotel, we depart for a visit of the D-Day landing 
beaches including Omaha Beach and Pointe du Hoc, as we proceed to our second 
performance venue, the solemn and sacred cemetery at Colleville-sur-Mer.  Combined 
festival performances, as well as individual recitals by participating balanced ensembles 
are possible today.  Each recital is followed by a moving wreath-laying ceremony.  At 
this location, despite overwhelming odds and terrible losses, the bravery of the United 
States’ landing force established a foothold in German-occupied France.  

Imperial War Museum
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The vast scale of this cemetery and the experience 
of gifting your voice to this sacred space will 
affect you forever.  Following our time at Omaha 
Beach we make one more stop at the Pegasus 
Bridge Memorial to learn of the amazing actions 
of special forces who parachuted here on the early 
morning hours of D-Day to secure this critical 
pass in advance of the allied invasion.  An included 
dinner follows.  (B, D)

July 5: After breakfast we will visit the small but storied town of Ste-Mere-Eglise, 
made famous in the movie “The Longest Day” and storied for its dramatic capture 
from German hands.  See where paratrooper John Steele survived his harrowing ordeal 
atop the small church’s steeple.  Admission is also included for the town’s captivating 
Airborne Museum located just adjacent to the church.  Smaller ensembles are welcome 
to schedule performances in this famous church if desired.  Before departing to Paris 
we make one more stop at Arromanches to visit the powerful 360-degree movie 
presentation.  This video cyclorama is spell-binding in its portrayal of the epic contest 
that unfolded in this very area 75 years ago.  A group dinner is included for us in Paris 
this evening. (B, D)

July 6: Your final day in France is spent at your leisure in 
Paris.  Depart after breakfast to enjoy all that the city of lights 
has to offer.  The Louvre, Montmartre, the Opera District, 
and the Champs-Elysees are among the many unique and 
beautiful areas to explore, shop, and dine.  A gala farewell 
dinner is prepared for us as a group as we recollect our 
memories and celebrate our participation in this historic and 
patriotic Festival experience.  (B, D)

July 7: After breakfast depart for the airport to return to the United States. (B)

This itinerary is a sample itinerary and subject to change. Following confirmation of each 
ensemble’s acceptance into the festival, a timed itinerary will be finalized for each participating 

band/orchestra/choir.

Contact Corporate Travel Service to discuss extending your stay with pre- or post- trip 
arrangements.

B, L, or D denotes included meals each day (breakfast, lunch, or dinner).

Pegasus-Bridge

Montmartre



Tower Bridge, London, England
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FESTIVAL INCLUSIONS & COSTS
INCLUSIONS: 
• Seven nights accommodations in 4 star hotels based on twin bedded rooms
• Daily breakfasts (7)
• Six dinners

• An additional festive gala dinner including wine
• Salute to Valor Festival Performance in London
• Salute to Valor Festival Performance at the Colleville – sur – Mer American Cemetery in 

Normandy
• Scheduled Rehearsals
• Service of Corporate Travel Service Escort throughout Europe
• Europe Tour Manager throughout – with special guide in Normandy
• Deluxe Motor Coach for touring and transfers, as noted in itinerary
• Entrance fee for the following:

•  British Museum
•  Imperial War Museum
•  Pegasus Bridge Memorial
•  Airborne Museum
•  Arromanches 360 Circular Cinema

• 1 complimentary land package, assuming double occupancy, for every 20 paid participants 
(every 21st passenger is free)

• Airfare is included for the complimentary tours.

EXCLUSIONS:
• Airfare – Rates do not include airfare.  Airfare will become available 11 months prior to the 

group’s return date and will be offered to the group at that time.
• Single room supplement where applicable
• Tips payable to driver/guides/hotel staff
• Optional travel insurance (call for rates)
• Instrument rental
• Procurement of sheet music
• Music stands

NOTES:
• Price assumes a cash discount of $55 for tours paid entirely by cash or check.  Cash discount 

is taken at the time that final payment is made.
• Rates are based on a minimum of 50 paying passengers with 55 passengers per coach.  If 

your group is smaller or larger, the group may be combined with other groups to maintain 
the pricing.

• Overnight tour prices are per person according to room type:  a “Single” room denotes one 
person in a room and a “Double” room denotes two persons in a room.

• Prices reflect an Early Booking Savings of $100 per person for deposits received before 
October 1, 2018.

PER PERSON EARLY BOOKING DISCOUNT PRICE:
Double occupancy rate:  $2,999.00 students and adults;  $600.00 single supplement (adults only)



Eiffel Tower, Paris, France
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Name of Ensemble  __________________________________________________________________

Name of Director  ___________________________________________________________________

Mailing Address ____________________________________________________________________

City/State/Zip ______________________________________________________________________

Home phone __________________________________ Mobile phone__________________________

Office phone _________________________________ Fax ___________________________________

E-mail______________________________________________________________________________

Website ____________________________________________________________________________

Approximate Number of Performers in Ensemble _________________________________________

Approximate Vocal Breakdown:  S____       A____       T____       B____

Approximate number of non-performers that you anticipate may accompany the group ______
This Band/Orchestra/Choir is applying for participation in the (check all that apply):

_____ Mass Festival Concert Performance in Central Hall Westminster

_____ Mass Festival Concert Performance at Colleville Cemetery

_____ Our own private performance with our balanced ensemble at Colleville Cemetery or 
similar local venue 
(All items checked above require an audio/video recording submission. Approval subject to consent 
of Dr. Ticheli)

Please mail, fax, or scan and email this application to:  

Corporate Travel  c/o Stephen Roberts 
41780 W 6 Mile Rd, Suite 100 

Northville, MI 48168
Email: sroberts@ctscentral.net  Fax: 313-565-3621  Phone: 313-565-8888 ext. 157

Please submit your video recording by uploading it to Youtube or Vimeo. 
Please, provide the link here:______________________________________________________________

ENSEMBLE APPLICATION FORM
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Name of Participant (as on passport) _________________________________________________

Personal Mailing Address __________________________________________________________

City/State/ Zip ___________________________________________________________________

Birthday ____/____/____ Home phone ______-______-________ Mobile phone _____-______-________

Fax ___________________________ E-mail __________________________________________

Name of Ensemble you are traveling with (if applicable): __________________________________

Name of Director/Group Leader _____________________________________________________

I am traveling as (check one):       A Performer______      A Non-performer______

For Chorus members:  Voice Part (check one):     S_______    A______    T______   B_____

For Instrumentalists:  Instrument you play: ____________________________________________

Strings/Woodwinds/Brass - Part you desire to play (check one):   1st______   2nd_____   3rd_____

No Preference_____ (Request above is dependent upon video recording submission, see below) 

Percussionists – List instruments you desire to play: _____________________________________

Will you need to rent your instrument(s) above for this trip?   No__Yes__ (Additional charge TBD)

I am applying for participation in (check all that apply):

______ Mass Festival Concert Performance in Central Hall Westminster

______ Mass Festival Concert Performance at Colleville Cemetery

(Items checked above require an audio/video recording submission of a solo or etude.  
Accompaniment is not necessary but preferred.  Approval subject to consent of Dr. Ticheli)

Please mail, fax, or scan and email this application to:
Corporate Travel c/o Stephen Roberts

41780 W 6 Mile Rd, Suite 100
Northville, MI 48168

Email: sroberts@ctscentral.net     Fax: 313-565-3621     Phone: 313-656-8888 ext. 157

Please submit your video recording by uploading it to Youtube or Vimeo.

Please, provide the link here: _______________________________________________________

INDIVIDUAL APPLICATION FORM
(Submit one application per person)
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