
Belgium, 
Lisieux & 
Paris

• Round trip scheduled commercial air from Albuquerque, 

NM to Brussels, Belgium and returning from Paris, 

France to Albuquerque, NM (including fuel surcharges and 
government imposed fees of $300 as of 03/28/17; final amount 
subject to change)

• 8 nights’ accommodations 

• 2 nights in Bruges

• 2 nights in Leuven

• 1 night in Lisieux

• 3 nights in Paris 

• Tour escort while in Europe

• Daily continental breakfast, one lunch & three dinners, 

including a Welcome and Farewell Dinner

• Luxury motor coach for airport transfers in Europe and 

specified sightseeing

• Local guides according to the itinerary 

• Sightseeing and entrance fees according to the itinerary

• Daily Mass in unique and historical churches  (all locations 

are tentative and subject to confirmation)

• Hotel & city taxes and porterage for 1 piece of luggage

Pilgrimage
to the
Cathedrals &
Shrines of

September 4- 13, 2018

Inclusions:

GROTE MARKT OF LEUVEN

BRUGES, BELGIUM

BASILICA OF ST. THÉRÈSE, LISIEUX SACRÉ-COEUR, PARIS WITH FR. VINCENT CHAVEZ



Day 1 y Tuesday, September 4 • Depart USA

Depart on overnight flights to Brussels, Belgium.

Day 2 y Wednesday, September 5 • Arrive Brussels | Bruges

Arrive in Brussels and meet your European tour manager. Transfer 
by private motor coach to your hotel in Bruges, check in and freshen 
up. Opening Mass at the Basilica of the Precious Blood, followed by 
a special welcome dinner and overnight in Bruges. (D)

Day 3 y Thursday, September 6 • Bruges

After breakfast enjoy a guided walking tour of Bruges and discover 
the highlights of this charming town. See the market place, Belfry 
and Covered Market, and the Basilica Church of the Precious Blood. 
Celebrate Mass, then stroll through Burg, one of the historic squares 
of the city and visit the Gothic Cathedral of Saint Savior. Break for 
lunch on your own. This afternoon is at leisure to explore; take a 
boat tour through the canals of the medieval city-center, visit the 
Memling Art Museum, the Onze Lieve Vrouw Kerk (the Church of Our 
Lady; the largest brick church on earth, the tallest spire in Bruges, 
and the site of Michelangelo’s Madonna, the only sculpture of 
Michelangelo to leave Italy during his lifetime), or visit the Chocolate 
Museum and learn about the transformation of cocoa into chocolate 
and the consumption of chocolate from Aztec times through to the 
present day. Evening and dinner at leisure. Overnight in Bruges. (CB) 

Day 4 y Friday, September 7 • Bruges | Ghent | Leuven

Enjoy breakfast, then depart for Leuven, stopping en route in 
Ghent to see the looming gothic Cathedral of St. Bavo with its 
famous altarpiece by the Belgium master, Jan Van Eyck. Tour the 
cathedral and celebrate Mass, then continue on to the university city 
of Leuven.  Upon arrival in Leuven, enjoy lunch in the city center 
before taking a walking tour of the city, including the gothic Town 
Hall, its superb churches, the great Beguine Convent, and the 
Naamsestraat. Visit the church of St. Antonius and the crypt of St. 
Damian of Molokai, and learn about the Belgium priest who devoted 
his life to ministering to the lepers on the islands of Hawaii. Dinner 
on your own and overnight in Leuven. (CB|L)

Day 5 y Saturday, September 8 • Leuven | Brussels

This morning, depart for Brussels, the capital of Belgium and home 
to the official seats of the European Commission and NATO. Enjoy 
a guided city tour, including the gigantic Grand Place, with its 
guildhalls, the town hall, and Maison du Roi. See the tubby little boy, 
Manneken Pis, known as Little Julian. Celebrate Mass at the Medieval 
Gothic Cathedral of St. Michael and St. Gudule. Free time this 
afternoon for prayer, lunch, or exploring some of exciting highlights 
of historic Brussels. Return to Leuven for a relaxing evening, dinner 
on your own and overnight Leuven. (CB)

Day 6 y Sunday, September 9 • Brussels | Lisieux 

This morning, depart for Lisieux, home to St. Therese, whom Pope 
Pius X called "the greatest saint of modern times" and patron of the 

parish. Celebrate Mass at the Basilica of Lisieux and visit the places 
relating to the life of St. Therese. Her extraordinary love for God 
and service to humanity come alive as you visit the Cathedral of St. 
Peter and Les Buissonets, her family home. On display are relics, 
clothing, and personal objects belonging to the "Little Flower." View 
the statue depicting the Virgin Mary who smiled at St. Therese 
during an ecstasy before curing her illness. Combine your prayers 
in the Carmel Chapel with those of the Carmelite sisters, just as St. 
Therese did before her death in 1897. Time for prayer and leisure, 
dinner on your own and overnight Lisieux. (CB)

Day 7 y Monday, September 10 • Lisieux | Paris

This morning, check out and depart for Paris. Upon arrival take time 
for lunch, then see the color and excitement of Paris come to life on 
an afternoon walking tour of the city, including the Arc de Triomphe, 
the Eiffel Tower, the Champs Elysees, and ending with Mass at Saint-
Pierre-de-Chaillot. Enjoy dinner and sample the delicacies of French 
cuisine. Overnight Paris. (CB|D)

Day 8 y Tuesday, September 11 • Paris | Free Afternoon

Celebrate Mass at St. Germaine, then enjoy a morning guided visit of 
the Louvre, known as one of the world’s greatest museums, boasting 
treasures from the mysterious Mona Lisa to Alexandros of Antioch's 
Venus de Milo and countless others. Break for lunch on your own 
with the option to explore Paris, relax in the Gardens of Luxembourg, 
stroll along the Seine, savor the delicacies of French pastries, or visit 
one of Paris’ various museums to continue poring over the countless 
art treasures. Evening and dinner at leisure and overnight Paris. (CB)

Day 9 y Wednesday, September 12 • Paris

This morning, explore Christian Paris, the eldest daughter of the 
church, beginning the morning with Mass at Notre Dame (pending 
confirmation), followed by a tour of this magnificent gothic cathedral. 
Continue on to see Sainte Chapelle, commissioned by King Louis IX, 
and the church of St. Severin which spans past and present. Break for 
lunch on your own to sample some of the culinary delights of French 
cuisine. Continue on to the Montmartre area of Paris, perched high 
on a hill north of the city centre. By the end of the 19th century the 
area was a mecca for artists, writers, poets, and their disciples. Walk 
through the Place du Tertre, explore the cobbled streets, and visit 
the beautiful Basilica of Sacré-Coeur. Located in the heart of the 
artist’s quarter, there has been perpetual adoration at the basilica 
since 1885. From the gallery of the dome there is an incomparable 
panoramic view of metropolitan of Paris. Enjoy a special farewell 
dinner tonight and overnight Paris. (CB|D)

Day 10 y Thursday, September 13 • Return to USA

This morning, check out and depart for the airport for your return 
flights home. 

ITINERARY*
Pilgrimage to Belgium, Lisieux & Early Christian Paris

Fr. Vincent Chavez lived in Belgium for eleven years and has conducted many tours of Belgium and Paris. 

*Itinerary is tentative and subject to change

CB | Continental Breakfast • L | Lunch • D | Dinner


