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Experience Life as an Italian!

October 7-15, 2017



October 7th N Day 1: Depart USA
Depart USA on independent overnight flights. 

October 8th N Day 2: Arrive in Florence/Tuscan Villa (CB | D)
Upon arrival at Florence Airport, be greeted by your Italian guide, 
who will be with you throughout your Tuscan experience (please 

arrange flight to arrive before 11 AM in order to participate in 
the walking tour).  Depart for your beautiful villa, on the outskirts of 
Florence, in Tuscany: Villa Agape Art Hotel. Enjoy a WALKING TOUR 
OF FLORENCE to learn its history.  Discover the historical district, its 
monuments (the Ponte Vecchio, the Cathedral, Piazza della Signoria), 
and some hidden places. Dinner tonight at Trattoria Omero, a journey 
into the authentic local cuisine.

October 9th N Day 3: Italian Food Experience/Cooking Class 
(CB | L)
You cannot visit Florence without experiencing the wealth of its food 
culture. Today explore the MERCATO CENTRALE, a typical covered 
market in the San Lorenzo neighborhood, with traditional shops that 
give food artisans center stage. You will then discover more secrets 
about Tuscan flavors and cooking, as you take part in a special hands-
on COOKING CLASS and become chef for a day!  Enjoy the fruits of 
your labor as you share a true Florentine lunch. Afternoon and dinner 
on your own.

October 10th N Day 4: Florence Art and Artists (CB | D)
Enjoy a guided tour of the famous UFFIZI GALLERY museum.  View 
the famous Italian masterpieces through the centuries.  Be enriched 
by the masterpieces of the Renaissance Period, with emphasis on the 
schools of Florence and Tuscany. After lunch on your own, continue 
with a guided tour in the ACCADEMIA GALLERY, the museum with the 
original MICHELANGELO’S DAVID and other exceptional sculptures. 
This evening, enjoy a 10 course seafood dinner with wine pairing 
experience at Da Pescatore Restaurant. 

October 11th N Day 5: Olivaria | Hand Picked Experience  
(CB | L)
Today you will be welcomed at FATTORIA Di MAIANO, located at 
the summit of Monte Ceceri, where Leonardo da Vinci tried his first 
flight!  Learn this historical farms process for making some of the finest 
Italian Extra Virgin Olive Oil, the “Laudemio”. Enjoy the opportunity 
to select your own olive tree for pressing!  After, experience a culinary 
demonstration, featuring a flagship of the local menu, “Tortelli ripieni 
di patate” (Potato filled pasta). Taste the local food traditions, with a 
4 course lunch paired with wine.   This afternoon, explore the estate 
and discover many of its unique features including the Queen’s Park 
and “Laghetto delle Colonne” which Queen Victoria sketched while 
staying at the estate.  

October 12th N Day 6: Florence and The Grand Duchy of the 
Medici Family (CB | D)
This morning enjoy free time in Florence city center and have lunch on 
your own in the district of the OLTRARNO.  In this part of the city you 
will be able to find authentic craftsmanship of precious textiles, jewels, 
and leather shoes. In the afternoon take a guided tour of the PITTI 
PALACE, the Renaissance royal palace that displays the art collection 
of the Medici family (Raffaello, Botticelli, Caravaggio and many other 
paintings) in the historical setting of the apartments of the grand 
dukes. You cannot visit the royal residence of Florence without walking 
in the wonderful park of the BOBOLI GARDENS, with the fountains 
of the 16th century, the magical “grotta” with its “artificial nature” 
and the wonderful view of Florence. Dinner at La Leggenda dei Frati 
Restaurant this evening. 

October 13th N Day 7: Experiences of the Chianti: Vineyards, 
Olive Groves and Old Tuscan Towns (CB | L | D)
As you leave Florence by private shuttle, enjoy the Tuscan countryside.  
Learn about typical Tuscan towns and ancient castles. After an indulgent 
lunch at a typical restaurant steeped in the quiet hills of CHIANTI 
region, you will learn about the production of excellent wines of this 
area and have a WINE TASTING at the amazing Catello di Verrazzano. 
The tour ends at the impressive CERTOSA di PONTIGNANO, the 
ancient monastery built during the Middle Ages, transformed into a 
comfortable hotel with wonderful gardens and terraces admiring the 
city of Siena. An exclusive guided tour gives you the special opportunity 
to relive the life of monks exploring their private church known as 
“the little Sistine Chapel” because of the beauty of its frescoes and 
paintings. Overnight at Certosa di Pontignano or nearby hotel in Siena 
(pending confirmation). 

October 14th N Day 8: Medieval Treasures: Siena and San 
Gimignano (CB)
Begin your morning with a WALKING TOUR through the winding streets 
of SIENA.  Discover the ancient political center, the Palazzo Pubblico 
and the famous Piazza del Campo which houses the celebrated horse 
race known as the Palio di Siena. Visit the medieval Cathedral with 
works of art by Donatello, Michelangelo and Bernini. 
Optional lunch experience (cost on own) where you can taste the 
traditional flavors of Siena (cured pork meats, cheese and the sweet 
Ricciarelli and Panforte with a good wine). This afternoon visit the 
amazing Castello di Ama, one of the most awarded wineries of Tuscany, 
and also well known for its permanent art exhibition.  This evening 
return to Florence for a final dinner on your own.

October 15th N Day 9: Flights Back to the USA
This morning depart for the airport for your independent return flights 
home. 

 TUSCANY ITINERARY*    

*Itinerary is tentative and subject to change n CB = Continental Breakfast | L = Lunch | D = Dinner


