
The Dominican Friars of the Central Province 

Invite You on a Pilgrimage to

ITALY
ROME | ORVIETO | FLORENCE | SIENA | BOLOGNA

September 13-22, 2017

Fr. Andrew Carl Wisdom, OP, DMin., currently serves as the Vicar for Mission 

Advancement for the Dominicans Province of St. Albert the Great at the Provincial 

Headquarters in Chicago. Fr. Wisdom earned an MA in Theology at the Dominican-

sponsored Pontifical University of St. Thomas Aquinas (the Angelicum) in Rome, 

and later completed a Doctorate in Preaching from the Aquinas Institute of 

Theology in St. Louis. Fr. Wisdom is very excited to be returning to Rome with 

new friends and pilgrims.

Fr. Louis Morrone, OP, MDiv., is currently serving his second term as Socius and 

Vicar Provincial for the Dominicans Province of St. Albert the Great at the Provincial 

Headquarters in Chicago. Originally from Pueblo, Colorado, Fr. Morrone earned 

his BSN and worked in nursing prior to entering the Dominicans. Fr. Morrone was 

awarded the Master of Divinity degree from the Aquinas Institute of Theology in 

St. Louis, and is so pleased to be joining us on this pilgrimage.



Day 1 S Wednesday, September 13: Depart USA

Depart USA for Rome, Italy on individul flights. NOTE: Do not 

purchase independent Air Tickets until notified in writing. We 
would be happy to assist in booking your flights at that time.
Day 2 S Thursday, September 14: Arrival | Rome

Arrive at the Rome International Airport (FCO), and transfer on your 
own to the hotel for check-in after 3 PM. Meet your professional 
Catholic tour manager at the hotel and depart to celebrate Mass at St. 
Mary Major (pending confirmation) Enjoy a Welcome Dinner together. 
Overnight in Rome. (D)
Day 3 S Friday, September 15: San Clemente | Vatican Museum & 

Sistine Chapel

This morning, celebrate Mass at San Clemente near the bones of the 
Apostolic Fathers of St. Ignatius of 
Antioch and St. Clement of Rome. 
Afterwards, tour through the 
Church's unique lower level where 
you walk through 1st century Rome. 
In the afternoon, tour the Vatican 
Museums and the Sistine Chapel 
with expert guides who reveal the 
religious and historical significance 
of inspiring works of art, including 
Michelangelo’s fresco of the Last 
Judgement. Continue your tour 
to the Basilica of St. Peter, where 
more religious and artistic treasures await. Enjoy an optional evening 
walking tour with your tour manager to see the Trevi Fountain, 
Pantheon, Spanish Steps, and Piazza Navona. Dinner on your own and 
overnight in Rome. (CB)
Day 4 S Saturday, September 16: Santa Sabina | The Angelicum |  
St. John Latern
Today, celebrate Mass at the Basilica of Santa Sabina, mother church 
and world headquarters of the Dominican Order. Pope Honorius III, 
who approved the Order of Preachers in 1216, invited St. Dominic 
to take up residence at Santa Sabina in 1220 and gave the property 
to the Order in 1222. Take a special guided tour of Santa Sabina with 
Fr. Michael Mascari, O.P., the Socius for Intellectual Life (pending 
confirmation). Visit St. Dominic’s cell and see the orange tree which 
he is said to have planted in 
the courtyard. In the afternoon, 
visit the Angelicum for a special 
presentation given by the local 
Dominicans. (The Angelicum is 
the Pontifical University of St. 
Thomas Aquinas administered by 
the Dominicans and the central 
locus of Thomistic philosophical 
and theological tradition; tentative 
and subject to confirmation). 
Enjoy a light reception hosted by 
the Central Dominican Province 
(pending confirmation). This 
evening, enjoy a tour of St. John Lateran, the Holy Stairs and Santa 
Croce.  Dinner on your own and overnight in Rome. (CB|R)
Day 5 S Sunday, September 17: Angelus with the Pope | Santa Maria 
sopra Minerva 

Enjoy the morning at your leisure, then make your way to St. Peter's 
Square to pray the Angelus with the Holy Father. Afterwards, Mass will 
be celebrated at the Dominican Church of Santa Maria sopra Minerva, 
which houses the tombs of St. Catherine of Siena and Bl. Fra Angelico. 
Spend the afternoon on your own touring Rome’s ancient monuments, 

or shopping along the famous Via Condotti or Via del Corso. Dinner 
on your own, overnight in Rome. (CB)
Day 6 S Monday, September 18: Orvieto | Florence

This morning, depart for Florence, 
the cradle of the Renaissance, 
stopping first at the medieval 
hilltop town of Orvieto. Orvieto is 
home to a Eucharistic miracle that 
occurred in 1263 and inspired the 
institution of the Feast of Corpus 
Christi. Mass will be celebrated at 
the Duomo, home of the altar cloth 
of the miracle. Then, visit the Church 
of San Domenico, which houses the 
desk used by St. Thomas Aquinas 
when he taught in Orvieto. Continue 
to Florence to check into hotel and 

enjoy dinner together at a local restaurant. Overnight in Florence. 
(CB|D)
Day 7 S Tuesday, September 19: Florence 

This morning, celebrate Mass in Santa Maria Novella, the oldest 
basilica in Florence and its principal Dominican church. Then, visit 
the Museum of San Marco, the former Dominican convent where 
Fra Angelico decorated the cells and corridors with his paintings. 
Take a guided visit of the Accademia Gallery to see Michelangelo's 
magnificent David, and other great works of art. This afternoon, 

take an optional walking tour of the 
Duomo (Cathedral of St. Mary of 
the Flowers), Baptistry and Signoria 
Square. Enjoy dinner on your own 
and overnight in Florence. (CB)
Day 8 S Wednesday, September 

20: Siena | Florence

After breakfast at the hotel, depart 
for Siena, the medieval walled city 
that was home to St. Catherine 
of Siena. St. Catherine of Siena – 
Dominican tertiary, Doctor of the 
Church, patron saint of Italy, and co-

patron of Europe – was born in Siena in 1347. Celebrate Mass at the 
house where St. Catherine lived, which is now a sanctuary and church. 
Then, visit the Church of San Domenico, which houses the reliquary 
containing St. Catherine’s head, and the Basilica of St. Francis, home 
to a Eucharistic miracle. In the afternoon, tour the great square (Il 
Campo), the Gothic town hall (Palazzo Pubblico) and the famous 
Duomo. Dinner on your own in Siena, then return to Florence for 
overnight. (CB)
Day 9 S Thursday, September 21: Bologna | Florence
In Bologna, St. Dominic Guzman, founder of the Order of Preachers 
(the Dominican Order), recognized the importance of this university 
town to his evangelizing mission and sent the first friars here in 1217. 
The friars moved to the Church of San Nicolò of the Vineyards (today’s 
Basilica of San Domenico) in 1219, where St. Dominic held the first 
two chapters of the Order before he died there in 1221. Mass will 
be celebrated at the Tomb of St. Dominic in the Basilica. After Mass, 
visit the Basilica, and spend the afternoon exploring this beautiful 
city. Enjoy a Farewell Dinner to celebrate the end of our pilgrimage. 
Overnight in Florence. (CB|D)
Day 10 S Friday, September 22: Return Flights to USA
This morning, check out of your hotel and transfer on your own for 
your independent return flights home.

DOMINICAN PILGRIMAGE TO ITALY S ITINERARY*

*Itinerary is tentative and subject to change
CB=Continental Breakfast, D=Dinner, R=Reception


