
The International Haydn Festival wishes to thank you, again, for your participation in the 2009 International 
Haydn Festival! 

It is with great pleasure that we send this first Haydn Festival e-news letter to you. We will be corresponding 
with you periodically to keep you apprised of the exciting developments relating to the Festival. We will be 
introducing you to Vienna, the spectacular venues in which the concerts will take place and your fellow 
artists during the next several months. 

While we have the email address for many participants, there are several for whom we have no email. 
Therefore, we ask that you send this to all of your contacts within your choir participating in the Festival with 
a note to contact us with their email address if they did not receive this directly from Classic Choir Tours. 
They should send their email address with their name to info@ctscentral.net

We are working to provide offers for group air for those traveling on the basic six (6) night package. This air 
will be offered if there are a minimum of ten (10) travelers on the exact itinerary. These offers will be made 
to your director in the coming weeks. 

We also encourage you to sign up for a pre Prague or post Budapest tour. We have attached the brochure 
which includes details of these exciting itineraries and a brochure for you to register.

In this Inaugural e-news letter, we have imbedded a few important hyperlinks. They feature names in the 
news who are associated with the International Haydn Festival and also update you on recent articles 
featuring the esteemed venues in which many of the concerts will be performed. 

Finally, we would like to introduce you to your Artistic Director, Maestro Eric Dale Knapp. 

The sound of the Musikverein is pure gold:
http://www.guardian.co.uk/music/tomserviceblog
/2008/sep/29/classical.music.musikverein

Orange County music critic picks Musikverein as favorite:
http://www.ocregister.com/articles/travel-critics-register-
2139945-oc-tourist?slideshow=1

Minnesota Orchestra to perform at the Musikverein:
http://www.startribune.com/entertainment/26870979.html

The International Haydn Festival is proud to recognize Bill Benson, 
who will be coordinating the Festival Orchestra with members of the 
Conejo Valley Youth Orchestra and a number of professional 
musicians from the entertainment industry in the greater Los Angeles 
area. Enjoy this recent article about Mr. Benson and his dynamic
youth orchestra: 

http://www.westlakemagazine.net/files/WESTLAKE_JUNE_JULY_2008_26.pdf

Names in the News :

Bill Benson

Venues in the news :

Musikverein

Conde Nast Writer references his experience at the 
Musikverein in an article on learning by traveling:
http://www.concierge.com/cntraveler/articles/12924



Eric Dale Knapp is a dynamic conductor whose commitment and 
energy empower the musicians he leads to give performances 
that stir the souls of his audiences. Maestro Knapp’s mastery of 
the repertoire spans the full spectrum, from fresh, authentic 
interpretations of traditional works to visionary performances of 
multimedia works of the new millennium. A versatile musical 
leader, equally adept with Classics and Pops, Knapp’s finely 
honed ability to communicate through both gesture and speech 
place him at the forefront of the rising conductors of his 
generation.

In 2001 Mr. Knapp’s Carnegie Hall debut met with critical 
acclaim. International appearances have included being the first
American to perform a series of organ recitals at the 
International Bach Festival in Warsaw, Poland; being guest 
conductor for the International Advent Sing in Vienna, Austria; 
conducting the Vratsa Philharmonie of Bulgaria in the Bulgarian 
premiere of Aaron Copland’s Appalachian Spring Suite; and 
serving as guest conductor with the Bohuslav Martinu
Philharmonie and Kromeriz Chamber Orchestra in the Czech 
Republic, and the Basel Academic Orchestra in Switzerland. His 
successful concerts in such distinctive concert environments as 
Carnegie Hall, The Sydney Opera House, Shanghai’s Oriental 
Art Center, The Cathedral of Our Lady of the Angels, Dvorak 
Hall and Vienna’s famed Musikverein have given him a special 
place within the international musical community. 

Knapp’s wealth of experience spans the breadth of the musical world, having served as Music Director and 
Sr. Organist at Faith Lutheran Church in Des Moines, IA and as Conductor-in-Residence at MidAmerica
Productions, where he conducted the New England Symphonic Ensemble and Festival Chorus annually at 
Carnegie Hall. He has enjoyed success as a Music Educator at elementary, secondary and collegiate 
levels, and as a conductor of community and professional choral and orchestral organizations. Mr. Knapp is 
a graduate of Drake University where is was appointed a Drake Fellow in conducting and has studied at The 
Juilliard School. He has pursued professional study with such luminaries as Jorge Mester, John Alexander, 
Helmuth Rilling, Aimee Beckmann-Collier, Vincent LaSelva, Kirk Trevor, Tsung Yeh, Gary Fagan, and 
Johannes Schlaefli. Carnegie Hall has recognized Mr. Knapp as one of the “rising generation of choral and 
orchestral leaders,” inviting him to take part in their annual Professional Conductors’ workshops with Robert 
Shaw.

Introducing the International Haydn Festival Artist ic Director

Eric Dale Knapp

Maestro Eric Dale Knapp

Orchestra de Camerata - Music Director

Chamber Music at the Salisbury House - Artistic Director 

New Jersey Choral Society and Orchestra - Artistic Director and Conductor

Connecticut Choral Society and Orchestra - Artistic Director and Conductor

American Festival Symphony – Principal Conductor

Kingsway International Artistic Advisor

The Mark Thallander Foundation – Music Director

The Paulist Scholars – Honorary Board

Mr. Knapp is represented by Wade Artist Management – NY, NY



Mr. Knapp conducted the first in a series of American Gospel Music Festivals at Carnegie Hall on November 
23, 2007 with Babbie Mason, The Triumphant Quartet and American Festival Symphony and Chorus. The 
concert was heralded with critical acclaim:

“The fusion of Southern Gospel music with Black-Gospel music was masterfully orchestrated by Christian 
Music Presenters at the Carnegie Hall premier concert of American Gospel Music.  The audience was 
electrified by the artistry of Babbie Mason, the Triumphant Quartet, and the Imperials, while being inspired 
by the American Festival Symphony and 200–voice chorale conducted by Eric Dale Knapp. Carnegie’s 
performance gives evidence that the vision of American Gospel Music will take root within the fabric of the 
American culture.” Nyhl Henson, Founder – MTV Networks; Founder – SocialMusicTV.com; Former CEO -
Country Music Television

Eric Dale Knapp recently conducted concerts in China within the Perform in Harmony with Olympic Spirit 
Festival celebrating the 2008 Beijing Olympic Games.  The triumphal closing concert featured 600 singers 
with the KI North American Festival Chorus, the Youth Chorus of the Tianjin Conservatory and the Tianjin
Symphony Orchestra on July 3, 2008.

In the words of Barbara Zigli, Cultural Affairs Officer with the US Embassy in China, who was a guest 
speaker at the Beijing concert, "This builds mutual respect and friendship, which form the foundation for 
peace and understanding. Eric Dale Knapp, artistic director and conductor, masterfully constructed the 
programs to emphasize the spirit of the Chinese nation and the Olympic ideal displayed in the profound 
motto of the 2008 Olympic Games, ‘One World, One Dream.’”

The programs provided a splendid sound track for the drama of the Olympics. All but one of the opening 
works in the Beijing Olympic Tribute concert were written by American composers specifically for various 
Olympic Games. The recurring thematic element of these works was best stated in the final stanza of 
Leonard Bernstein's Olympic Hymn: "May anthems played to show the victories won by every state sing too 
of concord and harmony, and show the world what it might be."  Beethoven's 9th Symphony, considered to 
be an international symbol of consolation and hope, concluded the performances. 


